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life of Euripides by Satyrus. Of course such literary discoveries bring the 
greater glory to the Egypt Exploration Fund under whose direction the research 
has been conducted, but, as in the case of the earlier volumes, we feel 
that the greatest value in all this discovery lies in the unearthing of official 
and private papers which disclose the life of this settlement of Greeks under 
Roman rule in Egypt. We are dealing with the indiscriminate contents of 
ancient waste-baskets, shot pellmell with other rubbish. The pen marks upon 
each scrap of papyrus, gives us tantalizing glimpses of life, yet each fragment 
may lead to richer comprehension of life in ancient undress. It is well to have 
the best product of the tragic muse, as in these fragments of the "Ichneutae" and 
"Eurypylus," but it is better to know what manner of folk crowded to the 
theatres to see the great dramas and to hear the words bellowed through 
sonorous brass. In this group of papyri, we have the reports of officials, civil 
and military, the recruiting of soldiers, the movement of commissariat, the 
payment of taxes and the varied schemes then in vogue whereby they might 
be sworn off. There are deeds conveying real property and human property 
in slaves, all showing that the lawyers and the scriveners had invented a 
dialect of rigid formalism. There are family letters, the home gossip, spelling 
and grammar disregarded in haste and the bad pen quite as now ; Didymus 
writes to Chaeremon, his father, and about all that he can find to say is, "there is 
nothing unpleasant at your house. My mother went to a funeral." This is 
a most interesting group of memorials out of the past. One cannot; too highly 
praise the zeal in their discovery and the skill and industry wherewith these 
scrapes of ancient pens have been deciphered and recorded. As usual in this 
series a number of the larger fragments are reproduced in facsimile. 

William Churchill. 

The Last Frontier. The White Man's War for Civilization in Africa. By E. 
Alexander Powell, xv and 291 pp. Map, ills., index. Charles Scribner's Sons, 
New York, 1912. $3. 9x6. 

This book is the story of the European colonies in Africa. It can be com- 
mended as a brief summary of the African question to-day, for, in a small 
space, a great deal of information as well as opinion has been collected. The 
chapters are written in a fresh and attractive style and the author has selected 
many incidents which portray for the reader definite and vivid pictures. Be- 
ginning with the French colonies of the Northwest, then Tripolitania, followed 
in turn by Egypt, Zanzibar, German East Africa, Cape Colony and Rhodesia, 
the reader is conducted into the midst of the problems which beset the European 
colonizers. A side trip to the island of Napoleon's exile ends the book. While, 
as might be expected, the main theme of the book centers around politics and 
diplomacy, especially in the case of Morocco and Tripolitania, there are many 
items concerning the various colonies such as their conditions under the control 
of unfavorable physical environment and their promise of development, which 
are based on information gained by the author in his travels and which give a 
good picture of the land and the people. Especially is this true of the chapter 
on Zanzibar and Cape Colony. Of the many fine pictures, the photographs, 
of the sandstorm passing over Khartum and sunrise on the great sands (Sahara), 
are especially impressive. Robert M. Brown. 

Crociera del Corsaro alle Isole Madera e Canarie. Narrata dal 
Cap. E. A. d'Albertis. vi and 336 pp. Map, ills. G. B. Paravia e Comp. , 
Torino, 1912. 5 lire. 9^x6^. 

Captain d'Albertis is an Italian, but first of all a Genoese. Justly proud 
of the early seafaring deeds of his people, he dwells with delight on the bold 
excursions performed in search of the Atlantic unknown. Thus he claims for the 
Genoese the discovery of Madeira and Porto Santo, and places the knowledge 
which they had of these isles in the 14th century, according to a "Portolano" 
from 1351. He also recalls that, after the voyages attributed to the Phoenicians, 



